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10 April 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

Re: Update - Face Coverings in School

I hope you are all keeping safe and well and are enjoying the Easter break.

Earlier this week the government confirmed that face coverings should continue to be worn in
secondary school classrooms as a precautionary measure when students return after the Easter
break. They feel that this cautious approach will help limit COVID-19 transmission and enable
continued monitoring of the effect of the return of school, as twice weekly testing is established and
embedded in students’ routines.

All of the control measures which were in place before lockdown at Rickmansworth School will
therefore continue until further notice. Staff and students in secondary schools are strongly advised
to wear face coverings in all areas, including classrooms where social distancing cannot be
maintained. Those who are currently exempt from wearing face coverings will remain so, including
students or staff who are speaking to or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading,
clear sound or facial expression to communicate.

Alongside rapid testing, the government believes that the available scientific evidence is that, when
used correctly, wearing a face covering reduces the emission of virus-carrying particles when worn by
an infected user, helping to protect others.

We anticipate that face coverings will no longer be required to be worn in classrooms, or by students
in other communal areas, at Step 3 of the roadmap, which will be no earlier than Monday 17 May. At
that point the next stage of easements, including increased social contact indoors, will be confirmed
following a review of the latest data on infection and vaccination rates. It will also allow time for the
vaccination programme to reach everyone in priority groups one to nine with their first vaccine dose
before any change is committed.

All changes will be confirmed by the government with one week’s notice and all other safety
measures will remain in place, including regular asymptomatic testing, smaller group bubbles,
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increased hygiene, ventilation, and social distancing where possible. I will update you as and when I
am advised of any changes.

The Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

“The return to school and college from Monday 8 March has been an incredible success and I would
like to thank staff, parents and pupils for their compliance with the guidance on reducing
transmission of the virus. Our latest data also showed that attendance in school remains higher than
at any point during the autumn term.

Schools and students have done a great job adapting to Covid secure guidance and working hard to
make sure it doesn’t impact learning. We obviously all want to get back to facemask-free classrooms
and we will do this in line with the latest scientific data while balancing the interests of students,
teachers and the wider community.”

The government also believes that rapid (lateral flow) testing will continue to play a crucial role in
keeping schools and colleges safe, as millions of tests are now taken each week by students and staff.
With as many as one in three people who have the virus not displaying symptoms, testing is helping to
find and isolate cases; stopping outbreaks before they develop. Since Thursday 4 March this year,
around 17 million coronavirus tests were taken across all nurseries, schools and colleges. Households
can obtain home lateral flow test kits in various ways. On Monday 5 April, the Prime Minister
announced that from Friday 9 April all people in England will be able to access twice weekly rapid
tests for coronavirus immediately. Please visit the gov.uk website for details as to how to obtain home
test kits.

I look forward to welcoming your child back to school next week for the start of the summer term.

Yours sincerely

Mr M Fletcher
Headteacher

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/twice-weekly-rapid-testing-to-be-available-to-everyone-in-england?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=76ef1c9b-86b8-4cf0-92e7-8bc491b38b4d&utm_content=?utm_source=6%20April%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/twice-weekly-rapid-testing-to-be-available-to-everyone-in-england?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=76ef1c9b-86b8-4cf0-92e7-8bc491b38b4d&utm_content=?utm_source=6%20April%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff

