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02   January   2022   
  
  

Dear   Parents   and   Carers   
  

Re:   Updated   COVID-19   Control   Measures   
  

Happy   New   Year!   
  

I   hope   you   are   all   having   a   lovely   Christmas   break   and   are   looking   forward   to   your   children   returning   
to   school   over   the   course   of   this   week.   

  
I   would   like   to   take   this   opportunity   to   remind   you   about   the   arrangements   for   the   staggered   return   
to   school   for   students   which   was   detailed   in   the    Head’s   Weekly   Updates    of   10   and   17   December   
2021.   

  
Earlier   today   the   DfE   wrote   to   all   schools   to   explain   a   number   of   changes   and   updates   to   the   current   
COVID-19   control   measures   in   response   to   the   threat   from   the   Omicron   variant   which   we   have   been   
asked   to   implement   on   return   to   school   this   week:   

  
● Even   if   someone   has   tested   positive   for   COVID-19   within   the   last   90   days,   they   are   strongly   

encouraged   to   take   part   in   LFD   testing   at   school   and   at   home   once   they   have   completed   their   
isolation   period   for   their   prior   infection.   

  
● Individuals   may   now   take   LFD   tests   on   day   6   and   day   7   of   their   self-isolation   period.   Those   

who   receive   two   negative   test   results   are   no   longer   required   to   complete   10   full   days   of   
self-isolation.   The   first   test   must   be   taken   no   earlier   than   day   6   of   the   self-isolation   period   and   
tests   must   be   taken   24   hours   apart.    If   both   these   test   results   are   negative,   and   your   child   
does   not   have   a   high   temperature,   they   may   end   their   self-isolation   after   the   second   
negative   test   result   and   return   to   their   education   setting   from   day   8 .   Anyone   who   is   unable   
to   take   LFD   tests   will   need   to   complete   the   full   10   day   period   of   self-isolation.   

  
● Daily   testing   for   close   contacts   of   COVID-19:   People   who   are   fully   vaccinated,   or   children   and   

young   people   aged   between   5   and   18   years   and   6   months,   identified   as   a   close   contact   of   
someone   with   COVID-19,   should   take   an   LFD   test   every   day   for   seven   days   and   continue   to   
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attend   their   setting   as   normal,   unless   they   have   a   positive   test   result   or   develop   symptoms   at   
any   time.   

  
● The   Government   recognises   that   the   high   rates   of   COVID-19   may   cause   difficulties   with   the   

availability   of   school   staff.   Our   shared   priority   is   to   keep   education   settings   open   and   children   
continuing   face-to-face   education.   Where   workforce   issues   arise,   schools   can   use   existing   
teaching,   temporary   and   support   staff   more   flexibly   where   required   to   ensure   schools   remain   
open.   As   students   do   not   need   to   be   kept   in   consistent   groups,   this   may   include   a   range   of   
solutions,   including   combining   classes.   In   the   event   of   severe   staff   shortages,   it   is   possible   that   
some   year   groups   will   be   asked   to   work   from   home   until   workforce   shortages   are   resolved.   

  
● From   today,   Sunday   02   January,   it   is   recommended   that    face   coverings   are   worn   in   

classrooms    where   students   in   Year   7   and   above   are   educated.   The   advice   is   short   term   only,   
to   support   students   and   teachers   as   they   return   to   school   this   term   and   builds   on   the   existing   
proportionate   guidance   that   recommends   face   coverings   for   all   adults   in   communal   areas   of   
all   settings.   The   advice   on   face   coverings   in   classrooms   will   be   in   place   until   Wednesday   26   
January,   when   Plan   B   regulations   are   currently   scheduled   to   expire,   at   which   point   it   will   be   
reviewed   by   the   Government.    Please   ensure   that   your   child   brings   at   least   one   face   covering   
to   school   every   day,   unless   exempt .   

  
I   hope   you   enjoy   the   final   days   of   your   Christmas   break   and   if   you   have   any   questions,   please   do   not   
hesitate   to   contact   the   School   from   08:30   on   Wednesday   05   January   when   our   reception   will   reopen.   

  
Yours   sincerely   

  

  

Mr   M   Fletcher   
Headteacher   

  


