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Dear Parents and Carers

Parent Workshop - Keeping Your Child Safe Online

I am writing to invite you to a workshop being run by Herts for Learning to provide practical support
for parents, at 19:00-20:00 on Tuesday 16 November. Now that the school term is well underway,
your child is getting an increasing amount of home learning and will be navigating the internet for
support. Your child might also be showing greater engagement with, or interest in, social media
platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat, YouTube and WhatsApp; each of which
have their own advantages and risks.

Figures produced by Ofcom in January 2019  indicate that 70% of 12–15-year olds have a profile on a
social media platform, while the OECD reports that 94.8% of 15-year olds in the UK used social
media sites before or after school. This would have increased as a result of COVID-19. With varying
levels of security and policing on the part of each platform provider, this workshop will provide
valuable support and ideas to enable your child to stay safe while using the internet and social media
platforms.

It is particularly relevant now, as the government discusses the draft Online Safety Bill published in
May 2021, a regulatory framework to tackle online harmful content, which has again been in the
news as recently as last week. It is a Bill which will require social media platforms to take greater
responsibility in the protection of online users, however, there is much that you can do to help keep
your child safe online.
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Workshop Content:
Promoting a healthy and safe digital life
The digital world is an amazing place, but with few rules. It provides positive opportunities for
children and young people to learn, socialise and play but they also need to understand the challenges
and risks. The session will:

● Consider how young people use the Internet.
● Recognise the opportunities and benefits the online world can give.
● Raise awareness of a range of potential online safety risks.
● Help parents/carers to support young people to be safe online and promote healthy online

activity.

Joining instructions:
To join please follow this link: Parent Workshop - E-Safety. You will be asked to enter your name and
email address. This is a virtual workshop which is run through Microsoft Teams and there is a limit of
250 members allowed on the call, so please ensure you join promptly.

Ahead of the session please ensure you check your connectivity of the laptop/computer you will be
using for the training. Once you have clicked on the link above, you will be presented with three
options for joining the meeting and should be able to access the meeting using all three of the
options; there is no need to download the desktop or Teams app as you should be able to continue
through the web browser.

Yours sincerely

Mr G Pearcy
Personal Development Leader

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTliOTVlNDQtZTM3OC00MTIxLWI5OWItNTFkOTRhZWYzMWVk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22fcdea619-1edb-4d45-8a12-e785c13bb79d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22fb9d3740-25d1-4e48-b810-20534f9ed1a0%22%7d
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