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Dear Parents/Carers,

May is National Share-a-Story Month!

National Share-A-Story Month is an annual celebration of the power of storytelling and story sharing
organised by the Federation of Children’s Book Groups. It is never too late to share stories with your
children, even if they are at secondary school!  This year’s theme is Myths, Magic and Mayhem, and here are
some recommendations.

Burn

by Patrick Ness

(YA)

Sarah and her father are
outcasts in their small town.
They are forced to hire a
dragon to work on their farm,
something that only the
poorest of the poor ever have
to resort to.  But the dragon’s
arrival also brings a deadly
assassin, a cult of dragon
worshippers, and two FBI
agents in hot pursuit.

Malamander

by Thomas Taylor

(KS3)

Exciting fantasy adventure
with sea creatures, scary
villains (one with a boathook
for a hand) and a girl, Violet,
who is very brave and a boy,
Herbie who is not. Together
they set out to find Violet’s
parents who vanished 12 years
ago. Their disappearance
might have something to do
with the legendary
sea-monster, the Malamander.

You can find more information and activities about National Share-a-Story Month on the FCBG website,
including a short story competition using starters on the themes of Myth, Magic and Mayhem from Kevin
Crossley Holland, Michelle Harrison and Robin Steven. Entries must be submitted by 15 June.
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Mental Health Awareness Week

Si hortum in bibliotheca habes, deerit nihil.
If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.

- Marcus Tullius Cicero

Mental Health Awareness Week, hosted by the Mental Health Foundation, will take place from 10-16 May.
This year’s theme is ‘Nature’ to reflect the fact that going for a walk and being in green spaces was one of
the top coping strategies used during lockdowns over the past year.

Nature has a unique ability to bring consolation in times of stress, and also increase our creativity, empathy
and sense of wonder.  However, teenagers appear to be less connected with nature, and more than one in
ten UK households have no access to a garden.  You can find out more about Mental Health Awareness
Week online.

Try Our Digital Wellness Collection

Be inspired and encouraged with our new  digital
Wellness Collection which gives students useful tools to
cope in tough times.

Over 400 eBooks and Audiobooks are available online
24/7, including fiction, nonfiction and self help guides,  so
students can always be inspired and encouraged
wherever they are.

We have a month's free
trial of the collection in
addition to our regular
ePlatform resources.
Download the app and
start reading now at https://rickmansworth.platform.co.
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Earth Day Books!

You may have seen in the local press that Rickmansworth
School celebrated Earth Day on April 22  week by raising the
prestigious Eco-Schools Green Flag - an internationally
recognised award that empowers students to bring about
change and learn about a range of environmental issues.

We are delighted to tell you that in addition Croxley Green
Parish Council have kindly agreed to donate £100 to each of
the schools involved in the Green Croxley initiative to spend
on books about the environment.  We have decided to invest in some reference books on British wildlife,
flowers and animals as well as buying some spotters guides to help students identify the flowers, animals,
birds and insects they will find in the school garden and pond.  Our thanks go to CGPC for their generous
support and to Rosemary Hill Books for organising the purchase and delivery of the books.

New Library Timetable

The Library is now open after school for the Home Learning Club.  Students can access the Library at the
following times. Sixth form students may continue to use the Library during their study sessions.
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Scholastic Teen Book Club Spring 2021

Our Spring Scholastic Book Club is up and running! You can browse the
latest books and order online. By ordering through the School’s group order,
you will benefit from free p&p to the School, and for every £1 you spend on
this month’s Book Club, the School will earn 20p in Scholastic Rewards to
spend on books for the library.

There are some fantastic books on offer this month, including The Gilded
Ones by Namina Forna, the latest installment in the Stephenie Meyer’s
Twilight saga, Midnight Sun, and the prequel to Suzanne Collins’ Hunger
Games trilogy, The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes.

Copies of the leaflet are available from the Library. Deadline has been
extended - orders must now be placed online by 10 May.

New titles in the "Issues" series

Six new titles have been released in the "Issues" series.  These magazines have been designed to
support students in a broad range of topics, particularly social issues relevant to young people
today.  Thousands of articles, statistics and
infographs are instantly available to help with
research and assignments.

Vol 380 - About Bullying
Vol 381 - Business
Vol 382 - Active Citizenship
Vol 383 - The Privacy Debate
Vol 384 - Health & Fitness
Vol 385 - Waste & Recycling Issues
You can read the magazines in the Library or
access them as e-books - along with
infographics, statistics and links for further
research - via the Library website.

There are still a number of overdue books borrowed before the School closed for the lockdown in
December.  Please can you encourage your children to return them to the Library as soon as
possible.  They won’t be in trouble, and maybe they could borrow another book at the same time!

Happy Reading!
Mr Cavender
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Rickmansworth School
Online G-Library

★ You can access our online G-Library by going to the website and
clicking on the ‘Students’ tab at the top of the page, or by following
the link from the Student Dashboard.

★ Our website

★ You can access the Library Catalogue by following the link to the School Library from the
Student dashboard.

★ You can request a book by clicking on your name at the top right of the Library page and
following the link to ‘Requests’.  You can then collect the book from the Library.  You can also
explore our Reading Lists and leave reviews of your favourite books!

★ You can access our new ePlatform for eBooks and audiobooks. This is
really easy to use! You just need your School Gmail account and
password to log in, and you can download books to read either by
using a web browser or by downloading the ePlatform app from the
Apple, Google Play or Windows app store.

★ Sign up to our Google Classroom.  Just like all of your individual
subjects, the Library has a page on Google Classroom that you can
access using the code u2dvzax. The library pages are full of ideas
for books and resources to help you with your homework. Google
Classroom can be accessed via:

★ Sixth form students can also access the Sixth Form Library using the code akparzn.

★ Follow us on instagram @lib_ricky.

★ For any queries that you may have about the library, please email
staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
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