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Season’s   Greetings   from   the   Library   

We   have   nearly   reached   the   end   of   a   very   busy   term   in    the   Library.    I   have   been   delighted   that   since   
September   many   of   the   COVID-19   restrictions   that   were   in   place   last   year   have   been   lifted,   so   the   Library   
has   been   available   more   often   to   all   students   this   term.   

The   Library   is   at   the   heart   of   our   school,   staffed   full-time   by   a   professional   librarian,   and   is   a   key   resource   for   
the   whole   school   community.    Our   aim   is   to   provide   a   welcoming,   positive   environment   where   students   can   
enjoy   reading   and   learning   independently.      

This   year   our   focus   is   on   reading   for   pleasure,   encouraging   students   to   read   widely   and   make   new   
discoveries.    Every   student   in   Year   7   and   Year   8   now   has   one   timetabled   English   lesson   in   the   Library   every   
two   weeks   devoted   to   reading   and   reading-related   activities.    This   is   so   important   for   literacy,   which   is   the   
key   to   success   across   the   curriculum,   but   research   also   shows   that   reading   for   pleasure   is   good   for   students’   
wellbeing   too.    Reading   makes   us   feel   more   connected   to   the   wider   community,   increases   our   understanding   
of   our   own   identity,   and   improves   our   empathy   and   gives   us   an   insight   into   the   world   around   us   (Reading   
Agency,   2015).   

  

How   much   reading?   
According   to   research,   20   minutes   daily   reading   will   have   the   optimum   impact   not   only   on   your   literacy   
levels,   but   also   on   your   work   across   the   curriculum.    You   will   have   the   opportunity   to   read   at   school   (such   
as   during   Library   lessons   and   DEAR   -   ‘drop   everything   and   read’   -   in   form   time)   but   it   is   really   important   
that   you   read   regularly   at   home   as   well.    And   reading   for   pleasure   -   whether   stories   or   information   -   is   the   
best   reading   of   all,   so   choose   something   you   enjoy.   
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ePlatform   continues   to   grow   
  

Issues   of   ebooks   and   audiobooks   on   the   school’s    ePlatform    have   continued   to   grow   this   term.    We   originally   
introduced   this   package   as   a   trial   during   the   first   lockdown   when   students   were   learning   from   home   and   
public   libraries   and   bookshops   were   closed.    Despite   coming   out   of   lockdown,   issues   have   continued   to   
increase,   with   489   loans   in   the   three   months   from   September   to   November,   up   from   193   last   year.    There   
were   178   active   borrowers   over   this   period,   compared   to   52   last   year.    Overall   number   of   borrowers,   and   
loans   of   ebooks   and   audiobooks   have   all   increased   month   on   month   this   term.   

  
The   increased   use   of   ebooks   and   audiobooks   has   not   impacted   on   physical   loans   from   the   library,   which   
have   remained   steady   this   year   -   with   319   loans   from   Year   7   (390   in   2020)   and   200   in   Year   8   (144   last   year),   
indicating   that   overall   there   has   been   an   increase   in   reading   in   these   year   groups   since   the   return   of   having   
reading   lessons   back   in   the   library.   

  

Discover   the   2022   Carnegie   Nominations   
  

The   CILIP   Carnegie   Medal   is   awarded   annually   to   a   children’s   book   author   whose   writing   creates   an   
outstanding   reading   experience.   It   was   established   in   1936   in   memory   of   the   Scottish-born   philanthropist,   
Andrew   Carnegie   (1835-1919).    Seventy   six   brilliant   books   have   been   nominated   for   the    2022   Carnegie   
Medal     and   the   process   of   selecting   the   shortlist   has   begun.      

  
The   shortlist   will   be   announced   on   Wednesday   16   March   2022,   at   which   
stage   we   will   join   thousands   of   reading   groups   in   schools   and   libraries   
around   the   world   in   getting   involved   in   the   awards.    We   can   ‘shadow’   the   
judging   process;   read,   discuss   and   review   the   books   on   the   shortlists;   join   
in   with   reading   related   activities;   and   vote   for   our   favourite   book   to   win   
the   Shadowers’   Choice   Awards.   

  
Last   year’s   winner   was   US   poet   and   author   Jason   Reynolds   –   the   US   
National   Ambassador   for   Young   People’s   Literature   –   for   Look   Both   
Ways,   a   collection   of   ten   standalone   but   intertwined,   interconnecting   
stories   chronicling   the   15   minutes   of   unsupervised   independence   of   the   
walk   home   from   school.   The   judges   called   it   a   “breathtakingly   gripping   …   
innocent   tale   which   covers   hard   hitting   issues   including   bullying,   
homophobia   and   bereavement”   that   “challenges   the   reader   to   see   
differently   in   an   engaging   and   fresh   way.”    Copies   are   available   in   the   
library.   

  

2021   (2020)    Borrowers    Ebooks    Audiobooks   

Sep    62   (28)    76   (74)    35   (16)   

Oct    92   (20)    135   (30)    42   (14)   

Nov    113   (30)    148   (46)    53   (13)   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.eplatform.co/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/nominations-announced-for-the-2022-cilip-carnegie-and-kate-greenaway-medals/
https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/nominations-announced-for-the-2022-cilip-carnegie-and-kate-greenaway-medals/
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Lit   in   Colour   
  

Rickmansworth   School   was   delighted   to   be   one   of   the   schools   chosen   by   Penguin   Books   and   equality   think   
tank   the   Runnymede   Trust   to   receive   their   Lit   in   Colour   collection   of   over   one   hundred   books   by   people   of   
colour.    This   is   a   wonderful   collection   of   classic   and   contemporary   works,   suitable   for   all   age   groups   from   
Year   7   to   sixth   form,   and   features   novels,   short   stories,   poetry,   non-fiction,   memoirs   and   biography   from   
Black   and   Asian   authors.   

Lit   in   Colour   recognises   that   books   create   belonging;   they   help   us   see   each   other   and   understand   one   
another,   and   they   shine   a   light   on   the   world.   As   such,   it   is   vital   that   books   we   read   in   our   formative   years   
reflect   the   rich   diversity   of   the   society   we   live   in.   

  
  

We   launched   the   collection   in   the   Library   in   November,   and   staff   and   students   are   now   busy   reading   and   
reviewing   the   books.    Reviews   will   be   posted   on   the    library   website .   A   full   reading   list   of   the   books   in   the   
collection   can   be   found   on   the    library   catalogue .    Thank   you   to   Ms   Brindle,   Head   of   English   and   Literacy   for   
her   successful   bid   for   this   collection.   

  

    

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://sites.google.com/rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/library/
https://rickmansworth.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22topiclist%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22LitInColour%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=false&isReloadFacets=true&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=&origin=readingLists
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Chris   Lloyd:   It’s   Up   to   Us:     
A   Children’s   Terra   Carta   for   Nature,   People   and   Planet   

  
Our   Year   8   Eco   Committee   were   invited   to   take   part   in   a   webinar   with   Chris   Lloyd   who   talked   about   his   new  
book   It’s   Up   to   Us:   A   Children’s   Terra   Carta   for   Nature,   People   and   Planet,   published   in   partnership   with   The   
Prince’s   Trust.   

Chris   Lloyd   has   written   many   non-fiction   books   for   children.   He   explained   why   he   loves   telling   stories   that   
are   true,   and   how   the   world   is   not   divided   up   into   different   subjects;   our   brains   do   not   work   like   that,   but   
rather   they   thrive   on   making   connections.      

He   explained   that   the   book   was   inspired   by   Prince   Charles’   Terra   Carta,   a   modern   day   Magna   Carta,   with   a   
pledge   to   put   the   planet   first.    Prince   Charles’   initiative   is   aimed   at   leaders   and   businesses,   but   Chris   Lloyd   
realised   that   the   future   of   the   planet   really   lies   in   the   hands   of   young   people,   who   recognise   instinctively   
that   we   are   all   “part   of   nature,   not    a part   from   nature.”      
The   book   contains   beautiful   illustrations   from   thirty   three   authors   from   all   around   the   world,   and   our   Eco   
Committee   were   truly   inspired   by   Chris   Lloyd’s   infectious   enthusiasm   and   love   of   storytelling.   

Our   thanks   go   to   What   on   Earth   Books   and   Authors   Aloud   UK   for   organising   this   event,   in   partnership   with   
the   Federation   of   Children’s   Book   Groups   to   mark   Non-Fiction   November.    Thank   you   to   Ms   Bevan   and   Mr   
Akram   for   facilitating   this   with   the   Eco   Committee.   

  

  

  

You   can   find   our    Eco   Schools    reading   list   on   the   Library   Catalogue,   including   the   
wonderful   books   donated   by   Croxley   Green   Parish   Council   and   the   Green   Croxley   
initiative.   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.oliverasp.co.uk/library/home/search?search=%5B%5D&facets=%5B%7B%22field%22%3A%22topiclist%22%2C%22terms%22%3A%5B%22EcoSchool%22%5D%7D%5D&useListInput=false&isReloadFacets=true&searchField=KEYWORD&searchTerm=&origin=readingLists
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Oxplore   Book   Club   Live   -   with   Philip   Pullman   

  
Our   book   club   members   stayed   after   school   to   
join   in   a   fantastic   discussion   with   Philip   Pullman  
as   he   talked   about   Northern   Lights,   the   first   
book   in   the   His   Dark   Materials   trilogy.      

Pullman   is   such   an   engaging   speaker,   and   really   
passionate   about   his   characters,   especially   Lyra.   
It   was   fascinating   to   listen   to   him   talk   about   his   
own    daemon ,   a   raven   -   a   bird   that   steals   things,   
and   to   find   out   the   origin   of   the   alethiometer,   a   
device   that   gives   Lyra   magical   powers   while   also   
letting   her   remain   just   an   ordinary   girl   at   the   
heart   of   the   story.   

Pullman   is   dismissive   of   writer’s   block,   explaining   that   doctors   do   not   get   ‘doctor’s   block’.   Instead   he   believes   
he   must   write   regularly   so   the   muse   knows   where   to   find   him   and   bring   him   stories.    We   were   delighted   to   
hear   that   he   is   currently   working   on   the   third   and   final   book   in   the   Book   of   Dust   trilogy.    In   the   meantime,   
Northern   Lights,   The   Subtle   Knife   and   The   Amber   Spyglass   are   all   available   from   the   School   Library   or   from   
the    ePlatform .   

The   next   Oxplore   book   club   is   with   Nikki   Sheehan   who   will   be   discussing   Who   Framed   Klaris   Cliff?   

National   Book   Token   Competition   

The  National  Book  Tokens  hidden  books  competition  is  back!  Correctly  guess  the  20  book  titles  on  the  busy                                     
high  street  and  you  could  win  £500  to  go  on  a  shopping  spree  at  your  favourite  bookshop.  There  is  also  a                                           
Book   Island   challenge   for   younger   readers.    Good   luck!   

  

  
 

  
  

   

Hidden   books   competition    Book   Island   Challenge    for   younger   readers   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.eplatform.co/
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/hiddenbooks/
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/bookisland/
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Book   Trust   School   Library   Pack   2021-22   
  

 
  

     

  

  

How   to   Save   the   World   
with   a   Chicken   and   an   
Egg     
by   Emma   Shevah   

Solve   a   mystery   with   Ivy   
and   Nathaniel   as   they   
fight   to   protect   the   
environment.   

When   Stars   are   
Scattered     
by   Victoria   Jamieson   
and   Omar   Mohamed   

Get   lost   in   a   graphic   
novel   about   Omar   and   
Hassan’s   incredible   true   
story.   

I   am   the   Minotaur     
by   Anthony   McGowan   

Join   Matthew   as   he   
faces   life’s   challenges   in   
and   out   of   school.   

       

Wink     
by   Rob   Harrell     

Follow   Ross   in   a   
heartfelt   and   hilarious   
story   about   everyday   
survival.   

You   must   be   Layla     
by   Yassmin   
Abdel-Magied   

Meet   Layla   as   she   starts   
a   brand-new   school.   

Assassin     
by   Chris   Ryan   

Enter   a   world   of   
adventure   with   the   
Special   Forces   Cadets   

Everdark     
by   Abi   Elphinstone   

Explore   magical   
kingdoms   on   a   
dangerous   journey   

The   fifteen   books   
included   in   this   
year’s   School   
Library   Pack   are   
perfect   for   Key   
Stage   3   students,   
and   are   great   for   
reading   for   
pleasure!   

  
There   are   three   
categories   -   Future   
Classics,   Reluctant   
Readers   and   
Non-Fiction.     

  
All   of   these   books   
are   available   to   
borrow   from   the   
School   Library.   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
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Skywake:   Invasion     
by   Jamie   Russell   

Fight   aliens   with   Casey   
and   her   teammates.   

Corpse   Talk:   Dead   Good   
Storytellers     
by   Adam   &   Lisa   Murphy    

Laugh   out   loud   with   
some   dead   good   
storytellers.   

Kay’s   Anatomy     
by   Adam   Kay     

Find   out   more   about   
your   body   and   how   it   
works.   

Black   Brother,   Black   
Brother     
by   Jewell   Parker   
Rhodes     

Find   out   Dante’s   reason   
for   becoming   a   
champion   fencer.   

   
   

Noor-un-Nissa     
Inayat   Khan   
by   Sufiya   Ahmed     

Find   out   about   the   
incredible   story   of   a   
real-life   war   hero   and   
spy.   

Football   Legends:   
Raheem   Sterling   
by   Musa   Okwonga     

Find   out   about   his   
inspiring   journey   to   
football   superstardom   

Dosh     
by   Rashmi   
Sirdeshpande     

Find   out   about   money   
and   how   to   earn   it,   save   
it   and   spend   it.   

Dare   to   Be   You   
by   Matthew   Syed   

Discover   what   it   means   
to   follow   your   own   path   
and   be   confidently   you.   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


  

  
  

  
  

Rickmansworth   School   Library   ⓟ2021   
staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk     

Encouraging   reading   for   pleasure:   
what   we   do   in   the   Library   

★ We   provide   a   safe   and   welcoming   environment.     We   provide   regular   access   to   the   Library   for   all   
students   at   Rickmansworth   School,   for   reading,   studying   and   learning.    The   Library   is   open   at   break  
and   lunchtime   and   after   school   for   Study   Club   (Monday   to   Thursday).     

★ We   cater   for   all   tastes   and   abilities.     The   Library   stocks   a   wide   range   of   fiction   and   non-fiction,   
comics,   graphic   novels   and   newspapers.    We   also   have   a   collection   of   high-interest   easier   reads.    We   
also   offer   eBooks   and   Audiobooks   which   are   available   for   all,   but   can   enhance   provision   for   students   
with   additional   needs.   

★ We   believe   that   it   is   vital   that   young   people   see   themselves   reflected   in   the   books   they   read.   
"Literature   transforms   human   experience   and   reflects   it   back   to   us,   and   in   that   reflection   we   can   see   
our   own   lives   and   experiences   as   part   of   a   larger   human   experience.”   (Rudine   Sims   Bishop).   

★ We   provide   opportunities   to   (re)discover   reading .    All   students   in   Year   7   and   Year   8   will   continue   to   
have   reading   lessons   regularly   as   part   of   their   English   lessons.    These   lessons   are   designed   to  
encourage   students   to   enjoy   books   and   reading   for   pleasure.     
We   also   run   a   lunchtime   Reading   Club   where   we   talk   about   books.   

★ We   reward   reading    through   the   Ricky   Rs,   and   through   the   Year   7   Reading   Challenge,   with   individual  
and   group   prizes.   

★ We   listen.    We   try   very   hard   to   get   books   that   students   WANT   to   read   and   always   welcome   
recommendations.   

★ We   support   and   guide   students.    Whether   it   is   with   book   choices   or   with   home   learning   tasks   and   
research,   we   are   always   here   to   help.   There   are   reading   lists   on   the   Library’s   Google   Sites   pages   
which   can   be   accessed   from   home   and   which   are   updated   regularly.   

Recommended   Reading   
The   Book   of   Hopes    is   a   FREE   eBook   edited   by   bestselling   author   Katherine   
Rundell.    Created   during   lockdown   to   comfort,   inspire   and   encourage   children   
through   storytelling,   it   is   full   of   stories,   poems   and   illustrations,   with   contributions   
from   more   than   100   children’s   writers   and   illustrators,   including   Lauren   Child,   
Anthony   Horowitz,Michael   Morpurgo,   Liz   Pichon,   Francesca   Simon   and   
Jacqueline   Wilson.     

Also   available   as   a   beautiful   hardback   gift   edition,   with   a   donation   from   the   sale   of   
each   book   going   to   NHS   Charities   Together.   

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/


  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Happy   Reading!   
  

Mr   Cavender   
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Our   opening   hours   

★ Before   school    -   The   Library   is   open   before   Registration   for   book   collection   and   returns.   

★ At   break   and   lunch    -   The   Library   is   open   for   all   students   for   reading   and   studying   at   break   and   
lunchtimes.    Reading   Club   for   KS3   students   with   Ms   Saleemi   takes   place   on   Tuesday   lunchtimes.   

★ During   the   day    -   Year   7   and   Year   8   students   have   one   lesson   every   two   weeks   timetabled   in   the   
Library.    At   other   times   the   Library   is   available   for   sixth   form   students   for   independent   study.   

★ After   school    -   Study   Club   is   open   to   all   students   on   a   drop-in   basis   from   15.15-16.15   from   Monday   
to   Thursday.   Students   must   register   at   the   desk   if   they   are   staying   in   school   for   study   club.   

Our   online   library   

★ The   Library   Catalogue   (OPAC)     -   following   the   link   from   the   Student   
dashboard.    From   here   you   can   search   the   catalogue,   explore   our   reading   
lists,   and   check   what   items   you   have   out   on   loan.    To   reserve   a   book,   click   on   
your   name   at   the   top   right   of   the   Library   page   and   follow   the   link   to   
‘Requests’.   

★ Rickmansworth   ePlatform    -   our   eBooks   and   audiobooks   are   available   to   
download   for   free   at   the   touch   of   a   button   by   logging-in   with   your   school   
email   address   and   password.    You   can   download   books   to   read   or   listen   to   
in   a   web   browser,   or   by   downloading   the   ePlatform   app   available   for   Apple,   
Android   and   Windows   devices.   

★ Library   Website     Our   website   is   full   of   news   about   the   library   as   well   as   
reading   lists.    From   the   website   you   can   access   our   online   resources   
including   Issues   Online,   JStor,   Hodder   A-level   Review,   the   Churchill   
Archive,   the   Financial   Times   and   many   more!   

★ Instagram    &    twitter    -   Follow   us   @lib_ricky   

★ For   more   information   email    staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .     
  

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk
https://rickmansworth.oliverasp.co.uk/library
https://rickmansworth.eplatform.co/
https://sites.google.com/rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk/library/
https://www.instagram.com/lib_ricky/
https://twitter.com/lib_ricky
mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk


  

  Rickmansworth   School   Library   ⓟ2021   
staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk     

mailto:staff.cavender@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk

