
RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr M Fletcher BSc (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH

16 January 2023

Dear Parents and Carers

Road Safety - Parking And Dropping Off Outside School

I regret to inform parents and carers that a student was knocked off their bicycle last week by
another student opening their car door whilst their parent was dropping them outside the School on
Watford Road.

Parents and carers are again politely reminded not to park or drop off their children on Watford Road
due to the significant risk this causes to our students and the wider community.  Whilst parking
restrictions do not apply to the locations pictured below, parents and carers who park and drop off in
this area are increasing the likelihood of our students being the victim of a road traffic accident which
could lead to a serious injury or fatality.

The Highway Code was amended this January creating a hierarchy for road users. This now places
those road users most at risk in the event of a collision at the top of the hierarchy. The hierarchy
places additional responsibility on car users to be aware of pedestrians and cyclists at all times.  The
Highway Code specifically recommends that commuters travelling by car use the ‘Dutch Reach’
technique when leaving the car to check for pedestrians and cyclists.
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Further information regarding travel to and from School is available on our School website and I
would be grateful if you discuss your child’s travel arrangements to ensure they complete their
journey safely.

Please also note that the outer school gates will be closed between 15:00 and 15:30 to further
reduce the risk to students and the school community.

Where appropriate, members of staff will approach parents and carers to remind them of
information outlined in this letter.

Thank you for your support in helping to keep our students safe.

Yours sincerely

Mr Hambleton
Deputy Headteacher
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