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18 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Centre Assessed Grades - Ofqual consultation 
 
The news delivered by the Education secretary on 6 January was to be expected by many who work 
in education. Addressing MPs recently the Education secretary said he had “ learned lessons” from last 
year's examinations issues and confirmed that “GCSEs, A-levels and AS-level exams will not go ahead this 
summer. This year, we’re going to put our trust in teachers, rather than algorithms.”  He said the 
Government would “use a form of teacher assessed grades with training and support provided to ensure 
these are awarded fairly and consistently across the country”.  

The Ofqual and Departmentment for Education consultation was released on Friday 15 January and I 
have read and discussed this at length with colleagues. 

Ofqual in its blog has urged everyone to respond and we are doing the same. Please take the time to 
read the consultation document and put your views across. 

The Chief Regulator of Ofqual has written the following to students and parents :  

“I understand how difficult the past 9 months have been. Students and learners have suffered disruption to 
their studies and many have told us how anxious they feel. Others are disappointed that the exams they 
have worked hard for cannot take place. Schools and colleges have had to work in exceptional 
circumstances.  Many parents have had to juggle work with home schooling. The operations of many 
industries and sectors have been disrupted. We know that everyone wants clarity on the way ahead quickly. 
 
At Ofqual, we have been planning for different scenarios for some time. We have learned valuable lessons 
from last summer. The pandemic has placed greater challenges on all of us, but all those working in 
education – schools, teachers, colleges, training providers, unions, awarding organisations and exam boards 
– have learned a great deal from our shared experiences over the past 9 months. Ofqual has a wealth of 
research and expertise to draw on. 
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It is important that we consult so that those who will be affected can have their say on the way forward.  And 
we, together with the Department for Education, will need to consider the responses carefully. Students and 
learners will carry these grades with them for life, so we must make sure they are as fair as they can be in 
these difficult circumstances. We expect to publish the next steps by the end of February.” 
 
At school we have told staff the same message as conveyed by the chief regulator of Ofqual:  students 
need “to carry on with their education for the remainder of the academic year completing courses. The 
knowledge, skills and understanding that students can acquire will stand them in good stead for the next 
part of their lives”. 
 
We understand the anxiety that this has caused but want to ensure that students can still make 
progress and improve current working at grades through continued participation of online learning. 
We politely request that you do not email staff members about what grades they are going to provide 
and questions about the process, at this time we have no more information other than that contained 
in the consultation. Once this consultation has been concluded and schools are provided with more 
information we will review it and be in contact. In the meantime if you have any questions please 
email the dedicated email address cags@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk. If you have any pastoral 
concerns please contact the relevant Director of Learning for your child. 
 
With the current situation being dynamic it would be wrong of us, at this time, to outline our plans for 
the remainder of the year without full information and guidance in place. However, we still want to 
afford the students the opportunities we have planned for the remainder of the year which does 
include another set of valid mock examinations for Year 11. For Year 13, in light of the disruption 
caused at the end of last term, we will complete those outstanding valid mock examinations and 
organise another set at a future point in the year. Information will be sent once we have more 
information and clarity around the dynamic situation we find ourselves in which should be published 
towards the end of February.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr R Titley 
Assistant Headteacher 
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