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Dear Parents and Carers

Year 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition - Cotswolds

We have organised a qualifying expedition to the Cotswolds for students who have signed up to the
silver DofE award for Friday 10 June to Sunday 12 June. The silver award is expected to be over
more challenging terrain and for a longer period than the bronze award. The days are extended to
seven hours of activity a day and the expedition is extended to three days of activity and two nights
camping.

Students will travel to the Cotswolds by coach and start their expedition upon arrival. They will
navigate over the three days camping at two different campsites.

As this is the next level, students will again be remotely supervised but they will have a much greater
sense that as they are more independent. This is part of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme to
promote the independent side of the award and for the groups to problem solve without the need of
staff to assist. There will be the same level of staffing on these trips as for the bronze award, but
students will have less interaction with staff to feel more independent. This does not mean there is
less supervision but more that students may not always be aware of the supervision. Students will
have the same emergency procedures in place as for the bronze award expedition, with an
emergency phone and contact numbers.

Equipment
The School has a limited amount of equipment that can be loaned to students such as tents and
rucksacks.  This is assigned to a student and it is their responsibility to return the equipment.
Students will be informed how to request Equipment via the Google Classroom.

We require a £25 deposit for loaned equipment. This must be made in the form of a cheque made
payable to Rickmansworth School with the student’s name on the back, and sealed in an envelope
also marked with the student’s name. If the equipment is not returned dry and in a usable condition
then the school will utilise the deposit for the replacement or repair of lost or damaged equipment.
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Mobile Phones
The rules of the Duke of Edinburgh Award specify that students are not permitted to bring mobile
phones or electrical items of any sort with them. Students are expected to undertake the weekend
without the aid of digital devices and without communicating on the internet. The weekend is
expected to put students in a situation where they have to work as a team and work things out
thinking on their feet. It is also to enhance their communication skills and take them back to basics.

Students will be issued with a basic mobile phone per team that they can use in the event of an
emergency which is in keeping with the Duke of Edinburgh Awards rules. Any student who does not
adhere to this and chooses to bring their own mobile will run the risk of it being confiscated and their
being removed from the course. This may then have an impact on their ability to complete the Award.
As the expedition is a team event this may also have an impact on the rest of the team. One of the
twenty conditions set out by the Duke of Edinburgh Award is that students walk in groups of four to
seven students so if these numbers are compromised there may be a direct impact on other students’
awards.

If students wish to take photos as part of their final project they may do so on a dedicated camera.

DofE Sections
We would usually ask that students have completed and uploaded all the reports for each section
prior to doing the expedition. We still ask that this is completed to the best of their ability. We are
aware that there were some difficulties due to lockdown restrictions. For anyone who is unable to
complete these sections we ask that you email DOFE@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk to inform us of
the issues and an expected completion date of the section.

Medical conditions
If your child has any medical conditions that you feel may impact their ability to participate in the
award or if your child is on regular medication that would mean they would carry more than the one
dose permitted for students to carry please contact the School and Miss Baron so that your child's
records can be updated to reflect this and Miss Baron can discuss with you any possible variations
that can possibly be put in place and apply to DofE for these.

Training
There will be additional training for students who sign up to this expedition which will cover further
map and compass skills and also work on the food choices for the weekend. This training will take
place after school and the times and dates are to be confirmed.

Details of the trip are as follows:

Date: 10 - 12 June

Meeting time: 07:00

Meeting location: School Sports Hall

Anticipated return time: 18:00

Return location: School Sports Hall

Food arrangements: Students are required to bring their own food for the weekend. It is
advisable students work as a team to cook together

Dress code: Students are required to wear walking boots to provide ankle support an
additional kit list will be communicated through the Google Classroom
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The Cost of this trip is £60.00 and this includes transport, camping fees and the cost of assessors.
Please complete the attached GroupCall form to provide consent for your child to attend this trip,
and organise payment through PAY360 accordingly by 30 March. If there is insufficient take up, the
trip will unfortunately not take place.

Pupil Premium
If you are in receipt of certain benefits and would like to discuss whether we can offer financial
support for this trip/visit in confidence, please contact Mr R Titley, Assistant Headteacher, at
staff.titley@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk .

In paying for this trip you are making a firm commitment to attend this trip. The payment is
non-refundable in all cases and covers the School’s costs to secure your place on the trip.

Where the payments are not made on time, we reserve the right to remove the student from the trip
and you will lose any payments already made in line with the cancellation terms and conditions set
out by the trip provider. Please see our Debt Management Statement on the school website for
further information.

If you have an issue with keeping to the instalment plan set, please contact
bursar@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk in advance of the instalment date to discuss the matter.

Please note that with regards to COVID-19, the following measures are in place. Parents are kindly
asked to make note of these and make sure they and their child understand and are able to undertake
these steps.

● Students are asked to conduct a lateral flow test on the morning of the trip at home. Where
this is positive they should not attend the trip or school and book a PCR test.

● Students will be asked to wear a face covering in all indoor/ enclosed areas including on
coaches or trains. Where possible they should social distance.

● If a child becomes ill on the trip AND displays COVID-19 symptoms, then the parent/carer
will need to collect their child as soon as possible providing an ETA for collection. We will ask
the student to wear a face covering if they display symptoms to help reduce transmission.

● Where COVID-19 symptoms are being displayed, the child will wait outside the venue with a
member of designated staff until they can be collected by the parent/carer.

● If in advance you know that it will be impossible to collect your child, then unfortunately it is
recommended they miss this particular trip. This would mean they attend school as normal.

Yours sincerely

Miss J Baron
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator
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