
 

RICKMANSWORTH SCHOOL 

Headteacher: Mr M Fletcher BSc (Hons) PGCE MA NPQH 
 
03 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Arrangements for the award of GCSE, A level grades and Vocational Qualifications in summer 
2021 

On 6 January, the government confirmed that in summer 2021, students taking GCSE and A levels 
will be awarded grades based on an assessment by their teachers. 
 
On 25 February, the Department for Education (DfE) and Ofqual confirmed the alternative 
arrangements schools need to implement for the award of these qualifications in 2021. Their 
overarching aims are that students can get their grades and move onto their next stage of education, 
employment or training and that these grades are widely understood and respected. There is an 
article written for students by Ofqual should they wish to read this.  
 
Below are the key elements of the assessment process as outlined in the Ofqual and  
DfE guidance awarding qualification in summer 2021 and also decision on how GCSE, AS and A level 
grades will be determined in summer 2021 . Attached is an infographic which also provides useful ‘at 
a glance’ summaries.  
 
Key Dates 
 

● Schools will need to submit grades to the examination boards by 18 June 
● A level results will be published on 10 August 
● GCSE results will be published on 12 August  

 
Assessment and Evidence 
 
Teachers must assess their students’ performance, only on what content has been delivered to them 
by their teachers, to determine the grade each student should receive.  
 

● Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from throughout the course to inform 
their judgement. 
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● Teachers should determine the grades as late in the academic year as is practicable, and not 
confined to a defined window, to enable teaching to continue for as long as possible. 
 

● Schools and colleges should use a broad range of evidence across the taught content to 
determine the grades before submitting the grades to the exam boards.  
 

● Heads of centres will have to confirm that students have been taught sufficient content to 
allow progression to the next stage of their education, although we will not set requirements 
about the minimum amount of content that students must have been taught. 

 
Students should continue to work on their non-examination assessment (NEA), including for Project 
qualifications. NEA will be marked by teachers and will contribute to the overall grade, whether or 
not it has been completed, but we will not require examination boards to moderate it.  
 

● In GCSE, AS and A level Art and Design, the student’s grade must be based on the portfolio 
(At A level the portfolio of work is a Personal Investigation) only, whether or not it has been 
completed.  
 

● In GCSE English language, GCSE modern foreign languages and A level sciences (biology, 
chemistry, physics and geology), centres should determine and submit a separate grade or 
result for the endorsement. This result or grade should be based on work that has been 
completed towards the endorsement.  

 
Overall, it will be no easier or harder for a student to achieve a particular grade this year compared to 
previous years. 
 
How grades will be determined 
 
Teachers will assess the standard at which students are performing, based only on what has been 
taught (providing there has been sufficient coverage of the course content to enable progression). 

 
● Teacher judgements will be based on a range of evidence. This evidence may include any of 

the work listed below, but the School will need to be confident that it is the student’s own 
unaided work and they have not been given inappropriate levels of support either at home or 
from tutors.  
 

● The evidence can be taken from any point in the course, but it is expected that more recent 
evidence is likely to be more representative of a student’s achievement. 
 

● When determining the grade, teachers should reflect the standard at which the student is 
performing now, not their potential.  
 
The evidence base could include:  

work produced in class or at home (including remote learning, where schools are 
confident it is the students’ own, unaided work). This would be expected to be similar 
in format as examination board material and marked using examination board mark 
schemes. 
tests and mock examinations taken over the course of study. 
work produced in response to the additional assessment materials (mini tests) to be 
provided by the examination board.  
non-examination assessment (NEA) work even if this has not been fully completed. 



records of a student’s capability and performance over the course of study in 
performance-based subjects such as music, drama and PE. 
 

● Teachers will be supported to arrive at grades using examination board guidance and 
examples. 
 

● Students will know which evidence is being used to assess them but they will not be told the 
grade in advance of results day. 

 
How schools and the examination boards will ensure the grades are fair: 
 

● Schools will be expected to have internal quality assurance systems (including moderation) 
and checking of grades before they are submitted.  
 

● This internal quality assurance will also include consideration of our school’s profile of results 
in previous years as a guide to help check that judgements aren’t unduly harsh or lenient. 
 

● Examination boards will review all schools’ quality assurance processes before grades are 
submitted. 
 

● Once grades are submitted, the examination board will conduct various checks to make sure 
grades submitted are fair and consistent across centres. This will include sampling of 
evidence.  
 

● If there are concerns with the grades submitted, the examination board will work with the 
school to address this before results day. (examinationination boards will not ‘remark’ the 
work).  

 
Appeals: 
 

● Students will have the right to appeal if they are concerned about their grade.  
 

● Grades will not be changed by examination boards if the evidence provided shows the grade 
is a ‘reasonable’ assessment. 

 
Next steps 
 
We appreciate you may have many questions about how this process will work in practice, including: 
the nature of the evidence base; whether different subjects might consider using the examination 
released papers and about the content covered or missed. We ask for your patience while we work 
through the practicalities and also while we wait for additional information from examinationination 
boards (due at the end of March). 
 
Once we have this, we will write out once again to confirm the arrangements.  
 
Whatever further guidance is forthcoming, we will not be able to enter into any conversation with 
parents or carers about the grades we will submit.  
 
Therefore, we would be grateful if you would avoid contacting subject teachers with specific queries 
about grades, because they will be unable to answer these. As per the previous correspondence, if 
you have any questions regarding grading this year or something you would like to bring to our 
attention, please contact cags@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.  
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Mock Examinations 

We can confirm the following about mock examinations: 

Year 11 mock examinations will be held the week commencing 12 April. More information about 
these will be sent in the next week and will include details about what they need to revise. 

For the Year 13 students who need to complete a mock examination that was postponed due to the 
gas leak last term: these will take place the week commencing 22 March. A timetable will be sent in 
due course. Another 2nd set of mock examinations is also planned from the 4 May. Again more 
information about these will be sent in the next week and will include details about what they need to 
revise. 

It is essential that students continue to work hard, complete all work set by teachers and respond to 
feedback so that the final evidence base shows their very best achievements and they can receive the 
grades they deserve.  

Yours sincerely 
 
Mr R Titley 
Assistant Headteacher 
 


