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Dear Parents and Carers

Modern Foreign Language Choice for Year 8

In recognition of the  academic value placed on modern foreign languages by universities and
employers, most students at Rickmansworth School continue to study French or German within their
core curriculum to GCSE level.

The study of a language is a key element of the English Baccalaureate (EBacc). Whilst the EBacc is not
a qualification in itself, it is important to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum since the subjects
within the Ebacc are considered essential ‘facilitating’ subjects to many degrees and future career
opportunities. Most students at Rickmansworth School select a suite of subjects which match those
outlined within the EBacc qualification.

Now that students in Year 7 have studied both French and German for two terms, they are in a
position to decide which language they would prefer to continue with. As the vast majority of
students will study a modern foreign language at GCSE, students should consider carefully which
language they enjoy studying most and have achieved most highly in before making their preference.

Once students have made their selections we will arrange modern foreign languages classes based
around these choices. September 2021 onwards, students will study their modern foreign language
for five periods per fortnight.

Please select the language your child has chosen as their first preference on the reply slip. We will do
our best to accommodate student preferences taking into account class sizes and staff availability.
The deadline for completion of this is 19 April.

Many thanks for your support with this matter.

Yours sincerely

Miss S Streatfield, Head of MFL and Mrs V Cartledge, Deputy Headteacher
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