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Dear Parents and Carers

The English department is starting to look forward to the new academic year starting in September,
and we feel now is a really good opportunity to update you on the texts your child will be studying for
their English Literature GCSE.

In Years 10 and 11, all students study both English literature and English language, working towards
two separate GCSE qualifications. At Rickmansworth School we follow the AQA specification for
both GCSE courses.

As part of the literature course, students will be expected to annotate the set texts with their own
interpretations and ideas, as well as contextual notes and analysis provided by their class teacher. It is
therefore vital that students purchase their own copies of the text prior to the text being taught. We
provide copies for students who are eligible for pupil premium grant funding.

Students are required to  purchase the following texts:

● ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B Priestley (Heiman Plays 14- 16, ISBN: 978-0435232825)
● ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ by Robert Louis Stevenson (Collins Classroom

Classics, 978-0008325930)
● ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare (Oxford School Shakespeare, ISBN: 978-0198324003)

Please ensure that where possible you purchase these editions in order to facilitate the
smooth-running of lessons, as different editions often have different page sequences which can lead
to confusion. We highly recommend purchasing all of the texts well in advance of the start of the
course, to avoid any issues with delivery or purchase. However, the first text to be taught in
September is An Inspector Calls by J.B.Priestley, so we would suggest that is the main priority at the
moment.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on
staff.blissett@rickmansworth.herts.sch.uk.

Yours sincerely

Mr R Blissett
English Key Stage 4 Lead

Rickmansworth School, Scots Hill, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, WD3 3AQ
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