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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Year 9 History Curriculum - Holocaust 
 
The History Department intends to continue  with it’s curriculum plan during this period of remote 
learning, a copy of which can be found on the School’s website. 
  
As such, Year 9 will study the Holocaust during spring term 2, focusing around the enquiry question 
‘Why is it important to remember the Holocaust?’ 
 
Given the sensitive nature of the topic, and the climate we find ourselves in, I wish to share a brief 
overview and general guidance with you. 
 
Students will study a range of aspects of the Holocaust, including: 

● Defining the Holocaust 
● Pre-War Jewish life 
● Ghettos 
● Dilemas, choice and responses during the Holocaust 
● Jewish resistance during the Holocaust 
● Rebuilding lives 
● Live testimony from a Holocaust survivor 
● An end of enquiry research project 

If you wish to support your child with these lessons, all of the resources will be available on their 
Google Classrooms.  
 
During the period of remote learning your child may wish to use a search engine to conduct their own 
research into the Holocaust. As a department, we would advise against this, and shall guide students 
in their research. By doing so, even when using carefully framed questions, it is likely to lead to them 
encountering graphic imagery. Such images can upset and desensitise students, dehumanise victims, 
and portray those who suffered in a light that would be recognisable to the perpetrators. For these 
reasons, we will not use such images in our teaching materials.  
 
Additionally, using a search engine to find out more about the Holocaust might also lead to your child 
encountering sites promoting Holocaust denial (discourse and propaganda that deny the historical  
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reality and the extent of the extermination of Jewish people by the Nazis and their collaborators 
during the Second World War) which we do not want your child to encounter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr A Jones 
Head of History and Politics 
 

 

 
 

 


