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08 March 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Year 9 Return to School from 10 March 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your continued support at home during this challenging time. I 
understand that families may be feeling anxious about returning to school. Please be assured that we 
are providing the appropriate support to enable students to settle back into their routines and return 
to face-to-face teaching safely.  
 
Following the recent Headteacher’s update, which stated that Year 9 will be returning to School from 
10 March, I would like to take this opportunity to outline some key events this half term.  
 
COVID-19 Safety Briefing and Guidance 
A student briefing on the lateral flow testing at school has been shared with Year 9 students on the 
Year 9 Cohort Google Classroom. Please ensure that your child reads this carefully before attending 
school for their initial test on 10 March, as it may address any concerns regarding the process.  
 
This week, all students will be briefed during Form Time on how their school day will work on their 
return from Thursday 11 March. Please note that the School gates will open from 08:25; Year 9 will 
begin at 08:40, and finish at 15:05. Year 9 will remain in a Year Group bubble until further notice; 
before school, break and lunch should be spent in the Year 9 allocated area.  
 
Students will be expected to wash their hands regularly throughout the school day and they are 
encouraged to wear face coverings inside buildings, in communal corridors and classrooms.  
 
End of Year Examinations 
Following the most recent Government announcements regarding students returning to schools, 
English, mathematics and modern foreign languages examinations will not be taking place this term. 
We feel it is important for students to settle back into their school routine.  
 
However, students will complete a science examination during periods 3 and 4 on 25 March. Science 
teachers will provide further details to students when they return to school. This assessment will be 
used to inform set movements for the start of May, when all students will begin studying GCSE 
content. It will also inform the allocation of GCSE Separate Sciences places. Please note that the 
GCSE content taught this academic year is identical for both Combined and Separate Sciences.  
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Options 
Thank you for submitting the Options form by 25 February.  Students awaiting their one-to-one 
meeting with a member of staff will be notified of the new date and time through their Form Tutor. 
Mrs Cartledge will be meeting with some additional students to discuss their submitted choices 
before Easter. These students will be contacted individually. 
 
I look forward to seeing your child on their return to school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Ms U Ghantiwala 
Director of Learning - Year 9 
 


